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. ©, £%LETTER ws Member of. Parliament concerning 
<Ra_— the Suppreſſion of Piracy. 
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We London, March 20. 1542. 
STR, 5+ Ol ———C__:. 
 -IF. Cangot but think it my duty (perceiving that your . Honourable Houſe is conſidering 
3 of means for the preventing and puniſhing both Pyrats and illegal Traders) to give you 
a, ſhort hint of the Reaſons why they have grown to a greater heigth in the Engliſh 
IM than in other Colonies on the Main of Americe, and a Propoſal for the future preven- 
tion of them. | | | | 
It may be almoſt needleſs to acquaint you that ſeveral of our American Plantations are 
like petty Soveraigntys, having the Choice of Governours, the Power of calling. Aſſemblies, 
making Laws, raiſing Mony by ſome former Grants from the Crown, or at leaſt the pre- 
tenſions of them. | _ 
Each of theſe, Intereſt being their chief Mover, are reſtleſly ambitious of advancing their 
Eſtates by drawing away the Trade and Inhabitants from -other Colopies thar are contigu- 
[bus to them, and more eſpecially from thoſe that are under the immediate direftion of 
. the Crown, as the Proprietary Colonies to the Weſtward, from the Colonies of New York 
and NewWE: | | 
. In order t&this they vie with each other, who ſhall allow their People the greateſt Privile- 
-pesor moſt exempt them from any Cuſtoms or Duties on Goods exported or imported ; which 
-the King's Governments, eſpecially New York, cannot avoid, it being a moſt neceſſary Supply 
for..the maintenance of the Government, the guard of the Frontiers from the Inſults of 
Indians that otherwiſe would prove fatal in time of War, not only to them but to the 


7 35ee O 
- "= it I8that in ll the Proprietary Colonies the People pretend to an abſolute exemption 
_ "Fra Cuſtoms and Duties, but what is laid by AQt of Parliament in England, and in moſt 
-£0 the Hoice of all Officers both Civil and Military, in ſonie not-excepting the Council 
+ NOF Vernour. | 
Theſe Officers thus annually choſen, endeavour to do nothing that may diſoblige their 
EleQtors, leſt the next year thiey are deprived of their Dignities. T vs 
The Inhabitants of the Plantations abroad are too much addied to abet and encourage 
both Pyrats and illegal Traders, as the Perſons that they gain no ſmall advantage by cor- 
reſponding with. | | $M | 
Hence it is that theſe Criminals meet with their Encouragement, thoſe Officers that ſhould 
apprehend, being. but coo negligent of their Duties, and this from perſonal Advantages 
and Gains they receive by them, or through fear of the People by whoſe favour they ſtand. 
. TheRe then ſeem tb be plain ahd eaſy, the Bill already read in your, Honourable 
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Your atoſt bible Servant; 
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